Cervical aortic arch with multiple aortic aneurysms that required two aortic replacements with a 34-year interval.
A 57-year old female was referred to our hospital after symptoms of hoarseness and dysphagia for a few years. She was diagnosed with a cervical vessel anomaly during childhood and had undergone surgery for a right-sided thoracic descending aortic aneurysm through a right thoracotomy at the age of 23 years. Now, enhanced computed tomography revealed newly developed multiple aneurysms in the aorta between the left carotid artery and the proximal descending aorta in the left hemithorax. A successful aortic surgical repair was accomplished via a left posterolateral thoracotomy. To our knowledge, this is the first case of a cervical aortic arch with formation of multiple aneurysms that required multiple surgeries via bilateral thoracotomies. This case suggests the inherent fragility and possibility of later aneurysmal formation in malformed vessels, thereby emphasizing the importance of periodical imaging tests in this rare congenital anomaly.